National Energy Foundation

Utah Debate 

Guidelines for Observers

The participants in the Utah Debate program work very hard in preparing for the competitive debates in their individual schools, at the district level, and finally for the state debate. It is hoped that the student competitors and all visitors have a very positive experience as the culmination of the debate research and oral presentation take place . In order to assure the highest caliber experience for everyone, it is asked that all observers adhere to the following guidelines:

· Please use discretion on proximity and comments to debaters and judges. 

Debaters, visitors, coaches and judges must wait in the hall until all involved are present.  Everyone should enter the room together.  Observers must sit quietly at the back of the room.  It is important that there be no question about students getting prompts from observers in the room.

· Please do not ask the judge for the decision on the debates they judge. 

Judges have been warned that they could be asked to leave the tournament for disclosing prematurely their decisions, so please do not pressure them. Results will be announced at the awards ceremony at the end of the tournament.

· Please do not intervene in the round. 

Once the debate has begun, it is important that the speeches continue uninterrupted.

· Food and drinks are not allowed in the classrooms. 

Please help us remind students to adhere to this rule.

· If you see or are made aware of any improprieties in the tournament, 

please take the matter to the registration table for resolution.

· There may be unexpected problems that cause delays. 

Please be patient and remember that everyone is working hard to make this a great experience for all, especially the students.

· Cameras, video cameras, cell phones and IPods can not be used during rounds.

These items are a distraction to debaters.  Please take pictures in main meeting areas or the hall before entering rounds.  Also, remember to silence cell phones.  Electronics used for special needs situations are welcome.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE.

