Utah Debate State Meet 

Student Rules and Procedures

Congratulations on your participation in the upcoming Utah Debate State Meet.  To make the meet a positive and fair experience for all involved, please note the following rules and procedures:

1. Students who have competed in a high school meet may not compete in any Utah Debate State Meet.

2. Visual Aids are acceptable in your debate.

3. The practice of interrupting during Cross-Examination will be allowed in the Junior High/Middle School meet.

4. The practice of asking to see an opponent’s notes will not be allowed in the Elementary meet, but will be allowed in the Junior High/Middle School meet.

5.   No electronic devices of any type will be allowed in rounds, with a special needs                                              

      exception.

6.  Policy Debaters may debate their part and their partner's part when their partner is                                                                                                                        
unavailable, but will only be eligible for a speaker award.

Judges at the state meet will be instructed to provide  the following two options for time signals.  Debaters should let judges know which set of signals they are expecting before each round.  If there is no preference, nonverbal signals will be used.

Nonverbal Time Signals

· A raised index finger means that one minute remains.

· A “C” formed with the judge’s hand means 30 seconds remain.

· When there are ten seconds remaining, the judge will count down with all ten fingers.

Verbal Time Signals

· When one minute remains, the judge will say, “One Minute”.

· When 30 seconds remain, the judge will say, “Thirty Seconds”.

· When ten seconds remain, the judge will say, “Ten Seconds”.

· When no time remains, the judge will say, “Time Is Up.”

No penalty will be given for being one to ten seconds over time limits.

________________________________________________________________________

* We should make the highest effort to communicate in a positive manner.  If you are aware of any improprieties in the tournament, you may take the matter to the registration table for resolution.  Four Utah Debate Committee Members, with no district affiliation to the situation in question, will rule on any matters of concern.

