

 Policy:

“Be it resolved that the State of Utah should provide incentives to increase the consumption of locally produced foods as a means to reduce energy use and improve air quality.”

Lincoln-Douglas: (Jr. High/Middle School Only)
“In order to reduce energy use and improve air quality, it is more desirable to consume locally produced foods.”
Breakout Session Title: Impacts of Transportation on Our Air Quality

Presenter Name & Organization: Erin Mendenhall, Breathe Utah

Presenter Opinion on the Resolution(s):


Key  Points / Additional Information:


More than half of Utah’s air pollution comes from vehicular sources (our cars and trucks).  Several Wasatch front cities have been given a grade of ‘F’ for short term particle pollution by the American Lung Association.  Research has shown that poor air quality—such as we experience here in Utah—is extremely detrimental to human health in many ways.  When considering these facts, it becomes clear that in order to protect the health and well being of its citizens, the State of Utah should do all things possible—including creating incentives to increase consumption of locally produced foods—to improve air quality.





Asthma rates for children (ages 0-17 years):


Utah and national average comparable at 8.5%, though some Utah communities (all along I-15 corridor) have higher rates than average:


Woods Cross and North Salt Lake – 16.2%


Riverdale and South Ogden – 15.8%


Salt Lake City – 13%


South Ogden – 12.9%


Source: Utah Department of Health 


Ozone and PM 2.5 worsen asthma in children and adults


Evidence suggests that Ozone an PM 2.5 cause asthma � HYPERLINK "http://www.epa.gov/apti/ozonehealth/population.html" �http://www.epa.gov/apti/ozonehealth/population.html� 


Increased levels or air pollutants are positively associated with cardiovascular morbidity and mortality


Progression of Atherosclerosis


Myocardial Ischemia and Infarctions


Heart Failure


Arrhythmias


Strokes


Study of 65,000 women over 4 years


For every 10 μg/m3 rise in PM2.5 there is a:


24% increase in risk of adverse heart events


76% increase in risk of death from heart disease


35% increase in risk of stroke


83% increase in risk of death from stroke 


New England Journal of Medicine, 2007














