
STUDENT ACTIVITY IDEAS

Transpo r tation Fuel Facts

• Relying on the Middle East for energy compromises
national securit y.  The U.S. could move closer to
energy independence with alte r native fuels.
Conver ting to an alte r native fuel vehicle economy
could c r eate thousands of jobs. Building plants, ma n-
ufacturing pa r ts, selling equipment, and developing
technology would all be U.S. investments that stim u-
late U.S. jobs and economic growth.

• Fossil  fuels  ar e non r enewable. Some alte r native fuels
ar e r enewable and, the r efo r e,  unlimited. Solving
energy supply problems today will ensu r e our
natio n’s  stability tomo r ro w.

• Pollution from cars and other mobile sou r ces has c r e-
ated air quality problems across the count r y.
Alte r native fuels emit fewer pollutants.

• Billions of dollars a r e spent eve r y year on oil expl o-
ration and to militarily defend access to oil in the
Middle East. Oil spills, though less common, still
cause environmental problems with long-te r m, fa r -
reaching effects. 

• Mass consumption of petroleum r equi r es continued
exploration and production. Such activities can have
adverse affects on fragile ecosystems. U.S. trade ba l -
ance sheets show that oil impo r ts  drain $1 billion
from the U.S. economy eve r y week.

• Divide students into groups. Have each group
resear ch and make a p r esentation on an alte r native
fuel. Examples: They can produce a cha r t,  diagram
or pictu r e and c r eate an “ Alte r native Fuel” bulletin
board; or conduct a debate on the diffe r ent types of
fuels .

• Plan a field trip to a car dealership that has one or
mor e alte r native fuel vehicles in invento r y, or to  a
business in your community
that has alte r native fuel fleets.
Assign each students to have
a diffe r ent question to ask
exper ts  about alte r native fuels
and alte r native fuel vehicles.

• Organize a class debate using
the facts p r esented belo w.
The class could be divided
into several teams with each
team concentrating on a di f -
fer ent  fact .

• Resear ch newspapers and magazines to find a r ticle s
about the environment, natural r esour ces, air quality
and/or the econom y. Cr eate a collage of headlines
accompanied by a brief summa r y of  the associated
ar ticles .

• You ar e the Marketing Di r ector for your compan y’s
AFV program. C r eate a marketing brochu r e (or a
commercial or magazine ad) on the benefits of AFVs.
Include info r mation about their r educed emissions,
cost savings, safety factors, availability and
histo r y/track r ecord. C r eate a similar promotional 

piece add r essing the benefits of the alte r native fuel
you a r e inte r ested in.

• Cr eate a computer program, power point p r esent a-
tion, or video which teaches about AFVs.

• Divide the class into two groups. Have each team
develop a list of 12 words that r elate to alte r native
fuels or alte r native fuel vehicles. Play hangman using
the word lists.

•   A “password type” game can
be played by dividing the class
into four teams. A r epr esentative
from each team stands at the
chalkboard facing the teams.
Another person writes a word
from a list of alte r native  fuel
vehicles and alte r native fuels
language te r ms that has been
developed ahead of time (or you
could use the list from the han g-
man game). T eam members

then give one word clues to the teammate standing in
front of them. Ten points go to the team of the first
person to get the word.

• Have students contact various automobile manufa c-
tur ers or dealerships to dete r mine what alte r native
fuel vehicles they now have in production and/or
their plans for futu r e production. Have students sha r e
the info r mation and dete r mine which vehicle they
would pu r chase. A class panel p r esentation would
enable the students to p r esent and promote the veh i -
cle of their choice. 
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