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NEF has teamed up with the Salt Lake County Community 
Resources and Development department to bring residents 
the Energy Smart Program. In its inaugural year, Energy 
Smart provided an opportunity for elementary school parent 
teacher associations (PTA) to raise up to $2,000 by hosting 
an Energy Smart Forum. 

Attendees of the forums receive information about energy 
efficiency and the availability of loans through Salt Lake 
County to fund home retrofit projects. With an emphasis on 

older homes, these projects are 
making houses more efficient 
and comfortable. 

Two Energy Smart Forums 
were held in 2010, with eight to 
ten more to take place through 
2012. Parkside Elementary in 

Murray, UT and Backman Elementary in Rose Park, UT 
both hosted successful forums. A minimum of 40 families 
are required to be represented at the forum for the PTA 
to receive the maximum grant and both schools exceeded 
expectations, having over 60 families represented at each.

After the presentation, attendees fill out an evaluation, and 
with responses such as “these need to be held more often” 
and “great program, thanks for watching out and caring 
for us,” it was confirmed that Energy Smart was on track 
to be a great addition to the NEF lineup of programs.

The Energy Smart program uniquely benefits the entire 
community on different levels. Schools receive extra 
funding, attendees receive a kit of energy efficient 
technologies and valuable information, children receive a 
coloring book and cookies, and the county benefits from 
decreased energy consumption.

NEW Energy Efficient Posters
National Energy Foundation is pleased to announce the addition of two posters to its broad line of educational materials. 
The �(�Q�H�U�J�\���(�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���$�F�W�L�R�Q and �%�U�L�J�K�W���:�D�\�V���W�R���6�D�Y�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\ posters are excellent resources for anyone who may 
be looking for tips and recommendations on how to use energy more efficiently. While the �(�Q�H�U�J�\���(�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���$�F�W�L�R�Q��
poster is brand new to NEF’s line, the �%�U�L�J�K�W���:�D�\�V���W�R���6�D�Y�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\ is an updated version of the �:�D�\�V���W�R���6�D�Y�H���(�Q�H�U�J�\��
�$�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���D�Q�G���$�U�R�X�Q�G���<�R�X�U���+�R�P�H and has been expanded to better accommodate all elementary grade levels. Both 
posters are designed for effective use in homes and offices as well as schools. NEF would like to thank Robin Reinarts 
for development of the �(�Q�H�U�J�\���(�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���$�F�W�L�R�Q poster, Elissa Richards for development of the �%�U�L�J�K�W���:�D�\�V���W�R���6�D�Y�H��
Energy poster and Jon Burton for the artwork of both posters. If you would like more information on these posters, or 
to purchase the posters, please visit www.shop.nef1.org or call NEF at 800-616-8326.

Salt Lake County Energy Smart Program
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
In the 35 years NEF has been in existence, the importance of energy has remained steady, 
but awareness and attitudes concerning energy have changed substantially. Three short 
years before NEF came to be, a realization was made that the availability of natural 
resources, such as oil, was not substantial enough to meet the needs of the United States 
and as the famous lines of cars at gas pumps faded, the demand for resources did not. In the 
midst of challenges, the impact of educated decisions far outweighs the effectiveness of 
those made in haste and thereupon NEF set out to highlight energy literacy in our society.

Energy has slowly crept from an issue being placed on the back burner to the front page 
of global media. NEF has had its own unique role in this process through dedication to 
expanding NEF’s circle of educational influence. Students that started out learning the 
basics of energy 35 years ago, through NEF’s multi-faceted approach to education, are 
now expanding their own circles of influence through knowledge and use of energy. While 

this reach is very good, and awareness of energy issues has significantly improved, there is still a lot to be done to 
cultivate and promote energy literacy.

This challenge is difficult but surmountable. With our continued efforts, we will hopefully someday see a level of 
energy literacy that corresponds to the increased awareness and demand for energy. Francis Keppel, former U.S. 
Commissioner of Education once said, “Education is too important to be left solely to educators,” and that is why 
through 35 years promoting energy literacy, NEF has helped convey necessary tools and knowledge to students, young 
and old, to confront the energy challenges of the past, present and future. We invite you to join us in this effort as we 
celebrate 35 years.

NEF President Bob Poulson

NEW EMPLOYEES
Judy Clark joined NEF on August 2, 2010 to support the programs of work that the foundation conducts. 
Judy’s organizational skills enabled her to start right away coordinating NEF’s 40 to 50 classroom 
presenters. Not only does she coordinate the dates, places and times for their presentations, but facilitates 
all their equipment and supply needs. Judy has experience in the realm of Human Resources and will 
use her expertise to work with the employees at NEF. The staff and friends of NEF appreciate Judy’s 
warmth, sparkle, and positive nature that complement her competitive spirit, love for music and devotion 
to family.

NEF welcomes Laurie Sumsion as a new employee. Laurie brings with her experience and skills in 
a variety of business operations. She is an excellent organizer and time manager allowing her to be 
effective in her role as coordinator for program directors and the programs implementation team. Laurie 
also is a successful classroom presenter for NEF’s Take Action and Energy Safe Kids programs. Always 
active, Laurie enjoys water related activities, volunteer opportunities and presently holds a faith-based 
leadership position working with young people which keeps her time away from work very busy.

Ian Wright is the most recent addition to the NEF administrative team. Hired on September 28th, 
2010, Ian has embraced his role as Administrative Assistant. Ian graduated from the University of 
Southern Utah with a BS in history in the spring of 2010, and after living in Cedar City, UT for four 
years, he moved back to Salt Lake City and found his home here at NEF. There are many different 
skills Ian possesses that make him a great fit. He has a knack for making everyone’s job easier by 
always helping where it is needed, and makes everyone’s job more enjoyable through his lighthearted 
and optimistic personality.

Judy Clark

Laurie Sumsion

Ian Wright


